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Some seniors may choose a new Medi-
care-approved private plan that includes a 
drug benefit, along with other options. 
Such options could include coverage for ex-
tended hospital stays or protection against 
high out-of-pocket medical expenses. Oth-
ers may prefer managed care plans. Under 
the approach I support, seniors would have 
these options as well. 

American seniors are calling for these 
improvements. Among the seniors I met 
in Florida was Marge MacDonald. Marge 
and her husband Mac do not have prescrip-
tion drug coverage, and they are frustrated. 
Here is what Marge says: ‘‘I’m tired of 
the talk. Sooner or later, somebody needs 
to do something.’’ Marge is right. The time 
for delay and deadlock has passed. Now 
is the time for action. 

I ask seniors and all Americans to speak 
up, to call and write your Representatives 

and Senators and urge them to work out 
a final bill. Congress has an historic oppor-
tunity to give all our seniors prescription 
drug coverage, health care choices, and a 
healthier, more secure retirement. We must 
make these improvements this year, during 
this session of Congress. And with your 
help, we will get the job done. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:35 
a.m. on November 14 in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06 
a.m. on November 15. The transcript was 
made available by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on November 14 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Announcement of a Transition Plan by the Iraqi 
Governing Council 
November 15, 2003 

I welcome the announcement by the 
Iraqi Governing Council of a political time-
table as called for by the United Nations 
in U.N. Resolution 1511. This statement 
is an important step toward realizing the 
vision of Iraq as a democratic, pluralistic 
country at peace with its neighbors. 

The plan outlined by the Governing 
Council meets a key mutual objective of 
the coalition and the Iraqi people: the res-
toration of sovereignty to a body chosen 

by the citizens of Iraq and based in a legal 
framework. It also commits Iraq to a proc-
ess for drafting a permanent, democratic 
constitution that protects the rights of all 
citizens.

The U.S. stands ready to help the Gov-
erning Council and all Iraqis translate this 
new timeline into political reality. The 
American people are committed to the fu-
ture of an Iraq that is democratic and pros-
perous.
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